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Sec. 12. Each commissioner and each' person appointed to office by the 
commission shall, before entering upon the duty of his office, take and sub- 
scribe the constitutional oath of office. Before entering upon the duties of 
his office, each commissioner shall give bond, with security, to be approved 
by the governor, in the sum of twenty thousand dollars, conditioned for the 
faithful performance of his duty as such commissioner. Every person ap- 
pointed or employed by the commission, may, in the discretion of the com- 
mission, before entering upon the duties of his office, be required to give bond 
for the faithful discharge of his duties in such sum as the commission may 
designate, which bond shall be approved by the commission. 

Sec. 13. There shall be appointed by the commission a clerk, whose duty 
shall be to keep all records of the commission, and who shall at all times be 
and in charge of, and keep open the office of the commission between the 
hours of eight in the morning and five in the evening throughout the year. 
The office of the commission shall be in the State Capitol. The commission 
shall have power upon the consultation with, and the approval of the gov- 
ernor, to appoint and employ counsel and such additional officers and assist- 
ants as it may deem necessary to carry out the provisions of this act, and shall 
fix the salaries, together with the salary of the clerk, by and with the ap- 
proval of the governor. 

Sec. 14. The annual salary of each commissioner shall be ten thousand 
dollars, to be paid as heretofore provided, and the commission may also incur 
necessary expenses for office furniture, stationery, printing and other incidental 
expenses. 

Approved , 191 — 

New Legislation in Massachusetts Affecting the Insane.— An Act to 

Abolish the State Board of Insanity and to Establish the Massachusetts 
Commission on Mental Diseases. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The State Board of Insanity, existing under authority of chapter 
eighty-seven of the Revised Laws and acts in amendment thereof and in addition 
.thereto, is hereby abolished. All the rights, powers and duties of said board are 
hereby transferred to and shall hereafter be vested in and exercised by the Com- 
mission on Mental Diseases, established hereunder, which shall in all respects 
be the lawful successor of said board. Immediately upon the appointment and 
qualification of said commission and the taking effect of this act under the pro- 
visions of section nine, all books, papers, maps, plans, charts, records and all 
other documents or equipment in the possession of said board shall be delivered 
to said commission. All the present employes of the Board of Insanity shall 
continue to perform their usual duties upon the same terms and conditions unless 
suspended or removed under the provisions of the civil service rules. 

Sec. 2. The Commission on Mental Diseases shall consist of a director, 
and four associate members, all of whom shall be appointed by the governor, 
with the advice and consent of the council— the director for a term of five 
years, and the associate members for terms of one, two, three and four years, 
respectively, from the date of appointment, as the governor shall designate. 
Thereafter the governor shall annually appoint, in like manner, an associate 
member for a term of four years, and every fifth year, a director ; shall fill all 
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vacancies for the unexpired term, and may, for cause and with the consent of 
the council, remove said members. The director, and at least two of the asso- 
ciate members, shall be physicians and experts in the care and treatment of 
the insane. The director shall receive such salary, not exceeding seven thousand 
five hundred dollars, as the governor and council shall determine. The asso- 
ciate members shall serve without compensation, but they, and the director, shall 
be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their 
duties. 

Sec. 3. The commission shall have general supervision of all public and pri- 
vate institutions and receptacles for insane, feeble-minded or epileptic persons, 
or for persons addicted to the intemperate use of narcotics or stimulants, except 
the Norfolk State Hospital and the Hospital Cottages for Children at Baldwins- 
ville. When so directed by the governor they may assume and exercise the 
powers of the board of trustees of any state institution under their supervision 
in any matter relative to the conduct or management thereof. The commission 
shall have the same powers relative to state charges in institutions or other 
places under its supervision, and to their property, as are vested in towns and 
overseers of the poor in the matter of the support and relief of paupers. 

Sec. 4. The director shall be the administrative and executive head of the 
commission. He shall administer the laws relative to the classes of persons in 
the institutions under the supervision of the commission, shall prepare rules 
and regulations for its consideration, shall appoint such agents and subordinate 
officers as the commission may deem necessary, and shall fix their compensation, 
subject to the approval of the governor and council. 

Sec. 5. The commission shall visit every institution under its supervision 
at least once a year, and oftener if the governor so directs. It shall ascertain 
by actual examination and inquiry whether the laws relating to the persons 
in custody or control therein are properly observed, shall give such directions 
as will insure correctness in the returns required in respect to such persons, and 
may use all necessary means to collect all desired information. The commis- 
sion shall carefully inspect every part of the institution visited with reference 
to its cleanliness and sanitary condition, the number of patients in seclusion 
or restraint, the dietary of the patients and any other matters which it may 
consider material, and shall offer to every patient an opportunity for an inter- 
view with its visiting members or agents. 

Sec. 6. The commission may annually license any suitable person to estab- 
lish and maintain a hospital or private house for the care and treatment of 
the insane, epileptic, feeble-minded, and persons addicted to the intemperate 
use of narcotics or stimulants, and may at any time revoke the license. No 
such license shall be granted unless the said commission is satisfied, after in- 
vetigation, that the person applying therefor is a duly qualified physician, as 
provided in section thirty-two of chapter five hundred and four of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and nine, and has had practical experience in the 
care and treatment of such patients. Licenses granted hereunder shall expire 
with the last day of the calendar year in which they are issued, but may be 
renewed. The board shall have power to fix reasonable fees for said licenses 
upon renewals thereof. 

Sec. 7. Whoever after the first day of January in the year nineteen hun- 
dred and seventeen establishes or maintains such a hospital or private house, 
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unless duly licensed under authority of this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 8. So much of chapter seven hundred and sixty-two of the acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and fourteen as is consistent herewith is hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 9. So much of this act as authorizes the appointment of a commission 
on mental diseases shall take effect upon its passage. The other provisions 
hereof shall take effect upon the appointment and qualification of the members 
thereof, but not before the first day of August, nineteen hundred and sixteen. 
[Approved June 1, 1916. Ch. 285.] 



An Act to Authorize the Temporary Release of Patients Committed to 

Insane Hospitals for Life. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The provisions of section seventy-five of chapter five hundred and four 
of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine shall apply to the case of 
a patient committed to an insane hospital for the term of his natural life under 
the provisions of section one hundred and four of said chapter five hundred 
and four, after an acquittal by reason of insanity upon an indictment for murder 
or manslaughter, but the superintendent shall not permit any such person 
temporarily to leave the hospital without the approval of the governor and 
council. Neither such permission temporarily to leave the hospital, nor failure 
to return thereto, shall terminate or in any way affect the original order of 
commitment. [Approved May 20, 1916. Ch. 239.] 



Relative to Transfer of Patients, Etc., from the Grafton State Hospital. 
Chapter 170 of the General Acts of 1915 extended the time for the com- 
pletion of the buildings at Grafton and the removal of the patients from the 
building on Summer street, in Worcester, to January 1, 1917. As the Legis- 
lature had not made provision for the custody of these patients elsewhere, and 
as it was apparent that it would be several years before accommodations would 
be ready to receive these patients, sections 2, 3 and 4 of chapter 679 of the 
Acts of 1912 were repealed, which provided for the removal of patients from 
and the sale of the building on Summer street, Worcester. 



Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Section two of chapter six hundred and seventy-nine of the 
acts of the year nineteen hundred and twelve, as amended by chapter four 
hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and fourteen, 
and by chapter one hundred and seventy of the general acts of the year nine- 
teen hundred and fifteen, and sections three and four of the said chapter six 
hundred and seventy-nine are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved June 1, 1916. 
Ch. 283.] 



Report of Special Committee on Revision and Amendment of the 
Penal -Laws in Pennsylvania. — [The following report was presented to the 
State Legislature in Pennsylvania by Edwin M. Abbott, chairman of the Com- 



